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In high school, I had two hobbies: reading
and writing. My favorite genres were
(Mostly historical) fantasy, adventure and
romance. I especially liked series such as
Diadem (John Peel), The Spook’s Apprentice
(Joseph Delaney), Harry Potter (J.K.
Rowling), Eragon (Christopher Paolini),
Percy Jackson and the Olympians (Rick
Riordan), and His Dark Materials (Philip
Pullman). I also really liked some series
written in Quebec, such as Les Chevaliers
d’Emeraude (The Knights of Emerald, Anne
Robillard), Amos Daragon (Bryan Perro)and
Leonis (Mario Francis). I loved books where
I could discover new worlds and live
exciting adventures through the characters.
Then, I would use all these 1deas to write

my own stories.
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It’s also in high school that I started reading
manga. The first series I read was BLACK
CAT (Yabuki Kentaro). Manga were popular
at my school, but the library only had one
copy of each book in French, so we had to
read them in the library. It was a ‘first come,
first served’ system. So, every day during
lunch time, I ate as fast as possible, then
ran to the library to get the manga I was
reading before the other students. After a
few months, I discovered that we could
borrow the English version of the same
manga, so that’s what I did. It helped me
improve my English reading skills very
quickly. So, my advice is : if you want to
practice your English, do it with something
you like. Whether it is an interesting novel,
an adventure comic book or a magazine
article about your favorite star, it’s still
good practice ©
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